Intone, O My Servant, the verses of God that have been received by thee,
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as intoned by them who have drawn nigh unto Him…

From the Bahá'í Writings and Holy Texts
This project is the result of an effort to combine photographs with certain of
the holy writings of the Bahá'í Faith and came about from a desire to use
photography to artistically represent the sublime beauty and majestic
meanings of the Bahá'í holy writings.
The following pages contain selections from the writings of the three central
figures of the Bahá'í Faith, Bahá'u'lláh, the Báb, and 'Abdu'l-Bahá. This
booklet is designed to be used by Bahá'ís, or anyone that enjoys the universal
messages of these spiritual writings, at Bahá'í gatherings, events, Feasts, and
holy day celebrations.
To use this booklet, other than to read and to meditate upon the writings,
simply print a desired page(s) unto glossy photograph quality paper and use
at events or to frame and display.
This project continues to be a work in process a writings and photographs
continue to be added to this booklet, and as this booklet is expanded new
versions will be made available.
Most of the photographs selected for this project are taken from nature, or in
some way represent an aspect of nature, because nature is one way that we
can obtain a glimpse of the beauty of God:
“Say: Nature in its essence is the embodiment of
My Name, the Maker, Creator. Its manifestations are
diversified by varying causes, and in this diversity there
are signs for men of discernment. Nature is God's Will
and is its expression in and through the contingent world.
It is a dispensation of Providence ordained by
the Ordainer, the All-Wise.”
Bahá'u'lláh
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Dr. Gregory T. Lawton, 2011

Baha'u'llah

During the days I lay in the prison of Tehran, though the galling
weight of the chains and the stench-filled air allowed Me but little
sleep, still in those infrequent moments of slumber I felt as if
something flowed from the crown of My head over My breast, even
as a mighty torrent that precipitateth itself upon the earth from the
summit of a lofty mountain. Every limb of My body would, as a
result, be set afire. At such moments My tongue recited what no
man could bear to hear.
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Baha'u'llah, Epistle to the Son of the Wolf

The Book of God is wide open, and His Word is summoning mankind unto Him. No more
than a mere handful, however, hath been found willing to cleave to His Cause, or to become
the instruments for its promotion. These few have been endued with the Divine Elixir that
can, alone, transmute into purest gold the dross of the world, and have been empowered to
administer the infallible remedy for all the ills that afflict the children of men. No man can
obtain everlasting life, unless he embraceth the truth of this inestimable, this wondrous,
and sublime Revelation.
Incline your ears, O friends of God, to the voice of Him Whom the world hath wronged,
and hold fast unto whatsoever will exalt His Cause. He, verily, guideth whomsoever He
pleaseth unto His straight Path. This is a Revelation that infuseth strength into the feeble,
and crowneth with wealth the destitute.
With the utmost friendliness and in a spirit of perfect fellowship take ye counsel together,
and dedicate the precious days of your lives to the betterment of the world and the
promotion of the Cause of Him Who is the Ancient and Sovereign Lord of all. He, verily,
enjoineth upon all men what is right, and forbiddeth whatsoever degradeth their station.
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Baha'u'llah, Gleanings from the Writings of Baha'u'llah

The Most Great Name beareth Me witness! How sad if any man were, in this Day, to rest his heart
on the transitory things of this world! Arise, and cling firmly to the Cause of God. Be most loving
one to another. Burn away, wholly for the sake of the Well-Beloved, the veil of self with the flame
of the undying Fire, and with faces joyous and beaming with light, associate with your neighbor. Ye
have well observed, in all its aspects, the behavior of Him Who is the Word of Truth amidst you.
Ye know full well how hard it is for this Youth to allow, though it be for one night, the heart of any
one of the beloved of God to be saddened by Him.

Baha'u'llah, Gleanings from the Writings of Baha'u'llah
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The Word of God hath set the heart of the world afire; how regrettable if ye fail to be enkindled
with its flame! Please God, ye will regard this blessed night as the night of unity, will knit your
souls together, and resolve to adorn yourselves with the ornament of a goodly and praiseworthy
character. Let your principal concern be to rescue the fallen from the slough of impending
extinction, and to help him embrace the ancient Faith of God. Your behavior towards your
neighbor should be such as to manifest clearly the signs of the one true God, for ye are the first
among men to be re-created by His Spirit, the first to adore and bow the knee before Him, the first
to circle round His throne of glory. I swear by Him Who hath caused Me to reveal whatever hath
pleased Him! Ye are better known to the inmates of the Kingdom on high than ye are known to
your own selves. Think ye these words to be vain and empty? Would that ye had the power to
perceive the things your Lord, the All-Merciful, doth see -- things that attest the excellence of your
rank, that bear witness to the greatness of your worth, that proclaim the sublimity of your station!
God grant that your desires and unmortified passions may not hinder you from that which hath
been ordained for you.

Alas, alas, for that which befell Him Who was the Manifestation of
the Self of God, and for that which He and His loved ones were
made to suffer! The people inflicted upon them what no soul hath
ever inflicted upon another, and what no infidel hath wrought
against a believer or suffered at his hand. Alas, alas! That immortal
Being sat upon the darksome dust, the Holy Spirit lamented in the
retreats of glory, the pillars of the Throne crumbled in the exalted
dominion, the joy of the world was changed into sorrow in the
crimson land, and the voice of the Nightingale was silenced in the
golden realm. Woe betide them for what their hands have wrought
and for what they have committed!
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Baha'u'llah, Gems of Divine Mysteries

All praise, O my God, be to Thee Who art the Source of all glory and majesty,
of greatness and honor, of sovereignty and dominion, of loftiness and grace, of
awe and power. Whomsoever Thou willest Thou causest to draw nigh unto
the Most Great Ocean, and on whomsoever Thou desirest Thou conferrest the
honor of recognizing Thy Most Ancient Name. Of all who are in heaven and
on earth, none can withstand the operation of Thy sovereign Will. From all
eternity Thou didst rule the entire creation, and Thou wilt continue for
evermore to exercise Thy dominion over all created things. There is none
other God but Thee, the Almighty, The Most Exalted, the All-Powerful, the
All-Wise.

Bahá’u’lláh, Compilations, Baha'i Prayers
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Illumine, O Lord, the faces of Thy servants, that they may behold Thee; and
cleanse their hearts that they may turn unto the court of Thy heavenly favors,
and recognize Him Who is the Manifestation of Thy Self and the Dayspring of
Thine Essence. Verily, Thou art the Lord of all worlds. There is no God but
Thee, the Unconstrained, the All-Subduing.

Praise be to Thee, O Lord my God! Thou seest and knowest that I have called upon Thy
servants to turn nowhere except in the direction of Thy bestowals, and have bidden them
observe naught save the things Thou didst prescribe in Thy Perspicuous Book, the Book
which hath been sent down according to Thine inscrutable decree and irrevocable purpose.
I can utter no word, O my God, unless I be permitted by Thee, and can move in no
direction until I obtain Thy sanction. It is Thou, O my God, Who hast called me into being
through the power of Thy might, and hast endued me with Thy grace to manifest Thy
Cause. Wherefore I have been subjected to such adversities that my tongue hath been
hindered from extolling Thee and from magnifying Thy glory.
All praise be to Thee, O my God, for the things Thou didst ordain for me through Thy
decree and by the power of Thy sovereignty. I beseech Thee that thou wilt fortify both
myself and them that love me in our love for Thee, and wilt keep us firm in Thy Cause. I
swear by Thy might! O my God! Thy servant's shame is to be shut out as by a veil from
Thee, and his glory is to know Thee. Armed with the power of Thy name nothing can ever
hurt me, and with Thy love in my heart all the world's afflictions can in no wise alarm me.

Bahá'u'lláh, Compilations, Baha'i Prayers
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Thou art, verily, the All-Glorious, the Most Bountiful.
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Send down, therefore, O my Lord, upon me and upon my loved ones that which will
protect us from the mischief of those that have repudiated Thy truth and disbelieved in
Thy signs.

When the victory arriveth, every man shall profess himself as
believer and shall hasten to the shelter of God's Faith. Happy are
they who in the days of world-encompassing trials have stood fast in
the Cause and refused to swerve from its truth.
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Baha'u'llah, Gleanings from the Writings of Baha'u'llah

From the sweet-scented streams of Thine eternity give me to drink, O my God, and of the fruits of
the tree of Thy being enable me to taste, O my Hope! From the crystal springs of Thy love suffer me
to quaff, O my Glory, and beneath the shadow of Thine everlasting providence let me abide, O my
Light! Within the meadows of Thy nearness, before Thy presence, make me able to roam, O my
Beloved, and at the right hand of the throne of Thy mercy, seat me, O my Desire! From the
fragrant breezes of Thy joy let a breath pass over me, O my Goal, and into the heights of the
paradise of Thy reality let me gain admission, O my Adored One! To the melodies of the dove of
Thy oneness suffer me to hearken, O Resplendent One, and through the spirit of Thy power and
Thy might quicken me, O my Provider! In the spirit of Thy love keep me steadfast, O my Succorer,
and in the path of Thy good-pleasure set firm my steps, O my Maker! Within the garden of Thine
immortality, before Thy countenance, let me abide forever, O Thou Who art merciful unto me, and
upon the seat of Thy glory stablish me, O Thou Who art my Possessor! To the heaven of Thy
loving-kindness lift me up, O my Quickener, and unto the Day-Star of Thy guidance lead me, O
Thou my Attractor! Before the revelations of Thine invisible spirit summon me to be present, O
Thou Who art my Origin and my Highest Wish, and unto the essence of the fragrance of Thy
beauty, which Thou wilt manifest, cause me to return, O Thou Who art my God!
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Potent art Thou to do what pleasest Thee. Thou art, verily, the Most Exalted, the All-Glorious, the
All-Highest.

Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God! I implore Thee by the onrushing winds
of Thy grace, and by them Who are the Day-Springs of Thy purpose and the
Dawning-Places of Thine inspiration, to send down upon me and upon all that
have sought Thy face that which beseemeth Thy generosity and bountiful
grace, and is worthy of Thy bestowals and favors. Poor and desolate I am, O
my Lord! Immerse me in the ocean of Thy wealth; athirst, suffer me to drink
from the living waters of Thy loving-kindness.
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I beseech Thee, by Thine own Self and by Him Whom Thou hast appointed as
the Manifestation of Thine own Being and Thy discriminating Word unto all
that are in heaven and on earth, to gather together Thy sevants beneath the
shade of the Tree of Thy gracious providence. Help them, then, to partake of
its fruits, to incline their ears to the rustling of its leaves, and to the sweetness
of the voice of the Bird that chanteth upon its branches. Thou art, verily, the
Help in Peril, the Inaccessible, the Almighty, the Most Bountiful.

Glory to Thee, O my God! The first stirrings of the spring of Thy grace have appeared and
clothed Thine earth with verdure. The clouds of the heaven of Thy bounty have rained
their rain on this City within whose walls is imprisoned Him Whose desire is the salvation
of Thy creatures. Through it the soil of this City hath been decked forth, and its trees
clothed with foliage, and its inhabitants gladdened.
The hearts of Thy dear ones, however, will rejoice only at the Divine Springtime of Thy
tender mercies, whereby the hearts are quickened, and the souls are renewed, and the trees
of human existence bear their fruits.

Bahá'u'lláh, Prayers and Meditations by Bahá'u'lláh
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Their eyes, O my Lord, are expectantly turned in the direction of Thy bounty, and their
faces are set towards the horizon of Thy grace. Suffer them not, through Thy bounty, to be
deprived of Thy grace. Potent art Thou, by Thy sovereign might, over all things. No God
is there but Thee, the Almighty, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting.
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The plants that have sprung forth, O my Lord, in the hearts of Thy loved ones have
withered away. Send down upon them, from the clouds of Thy spirit, that which will cause
the tender herbs of Thy knowledge and wisdom to grow within their breasts. Rejoice, then,
their hearts with the proclamation of Thy Cause and the exaltation of Thy sovereignty.

The Bab

“I am, I am the Promised One! I am the One Whose name you have
for a thousand years invoked, at Whose mention you have risen,
Whose advent you have longed to witness, and the hour of Whose
Revelation you have prayed God to hasten. Verily, I say, it is
incumbent upon the peoples of both the East and the West to obey
My word, and to pledge allegiance to My person.”
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The Bab, Quoted in the Dawn-Breakers

ALL majesty and glory, O my God, and all dominion and light and grandeur
and splendour be unto Thee. Thou bestowest sovereignty on whom Thou
willest and dost withhold it from whom Thou desirest. No God is there but
Thee, the All-Possessing, the Most Exalted. Thou art He Who createth from
naught the universe and all that dwell therein. There is nothing worthy of
Thee except Thyself, while all else but Thee are as outcasts in Thy holy
presence and are as nothing when compared to the glory of Thine Own Being.
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Far be it from me to extol Thy virtues save by what Thou hast extolled Thyself
in Thy weighty Book where Thou sayest, 'No vision taketh in Him but He
taketh in all vision. He is the Subtile, the All-Perceiving.' Glory be unto Thee,
O my God, indeed no mind or vision, however keen or discriminating, can
ever grasp the nature of the most insignificant of Thy signs. Verily Thou art
God, no God is there besides Thee. I bear witness that Thou Thyself alone art
the sole expression of Thine attributes, that the praise of no one besides Thee
can ever attain to Thy holy court nor can Thine attributes ever be fathomed
by anyone other than Thyself.

THE glory of Him Whom God shall make manifest is immeasurably above every other
glory, and His majesty is far above every other majesty. His beauty excelleth every other
embodiment of beauty, and His grandeur immensely exceedeth every other manifestation
of grandeur. Every light paleth before the radiance of His light, and every other exponent
of mercy falleth short before the tokens of His mercy. Every other perfection is as naught
in face of His consummate perfection, and every other display of might is as nothing before
His absolute might. His names are superior to all other names. His good-pleasure taketh
precedence over any other expression of good-pleasure. His pre-eminent exaltation is far
above the reach of every other symbol of exaltation. The splendour of His appearance far
surpasseth that of any other appearance. His divine concealment is far more profound
than any other concealment. His loftiness is immeasurably above every other loftiness. His
gracious favour is unequalled by any other evidence of favour. His power transcendeth
every power. His sovereignty is invincible in the face of every other sovereignty. His
celestial dominion is exalted far above every other dominion. His knowledge pervadeth all
created things, and His consummate power extendeth over all beings.
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The Bab, Selections from the Writings of the Bab
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HALLOWED be the Lord in Whose hand is the source of dominion. He createth
whatsoever He willeth by His Word of command 'Be', and it is. His hath been the power of
authority heretofore and it shall remain His hereafter. He maketh victorious whomsoever
He pleaseth, through the potency of His behest. He is in truth the Powerful, the Almighty.
Unto Him pertaineth all glory and majesty in the kingdoms of Revelation and Creation and
whatever lieth between them. Verily He is the Potent, the All-Glorious. From everlasting
He hath been the Source of indomitable strength and shall remain so unto everlasting. He
is indeed the Lord of might and power. All the kingdoms of heaven and earth and whatever
is between them are God's, and His power is supreme over all things. All the treasures of
earth and heaven and everything between them are His, and His protection extendeth over
all things. He is the Creator of the heavens and the earth and whatever lieth between them
and He truly is a witness over all things. He is the Lord of Reckoning for all that dwell in
the heavens and on earth and whatever lieth between them, and truly God is swift to
reckon. He setteth the measure assigned to all who are in the heavens and the earth and
whatever is between them. Verily He is the Supreme Protector. He holdeth in His grasp the
keys of heaven and earth and of everything between them. At His Own pleasure doth He
bestow gifts, through the power of His command. Indeed His grace encompasseth all and
He is the All-Knowing.

Issue forth from your cities, O peoples of the West and aid God ere the Day
when the Lord of mercy shall come down unto you in the shadow of the clouds
with the angels circling around Him, exalting His praise and seeking
forgiveness for such as have truly believed in Our signs. Verily His decree
hath been issued, and the command of God, as given in the Mother Book, hath
indeed been revealed...
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The Bab, Selections from the Writings of the Bab

O my God, my Lord and my Master! I swear by Thy might and glory that
Thou alone and no one else besides Thee art the ultimate Desire of all men,
and that Thou alone and none other save Thee art the Object of adoration. O
my God! The paths of Thine inaccessible glory have prompted me to voice
these words and the ways of Thine unattainable heights have guided me to
make these allusions. Exalted art Thou, O my God! The evidences of Thy
revelation are too manifest for me to need to refer to aught else save Thyself,
and the love I cherish for Thee is far sweeter to my taste than the knowledge
of all things and freeth me from the need to seek anyone's knowledge other
than Thine.
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The Bab, Selections from the Writings of the Bab

Thou art the Ancient of Days Whom none can ever describe through
the evidences of Thy glory and majesty, and Thou art the mighty
One Whom none can ever comprehend through the revelations of
Thy greatness and beauty, inasmuch as the expressions of majesty
and grandeur and the attributes of dominion and beauty are but the
tokens of Thy divine Will and the effulgent reflections of Thy
sovereignty which, by reason of their very essence and nature,
proclaim that the way is barred and bear witness that the pathway
is inaccessibly beyond the reach of men.
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The Bab, Selections from the Writings of the Bab

Bestow on me, O my Lord, Thy gracious bounty and benevolent gifts and
grant me that which beseemeth the sublimity of Thy glory. Aid me, O my
Lord, to achieve a singular victory. Open Thou the door of unfailing success
before me and grant that the things Thou hast promised may be close at hand.
Thou art in truth potent over all things. Refresh my heart, O my God, with
the living waters of Thy love and give me a draught, O my Master, from the
chalice of Thy tender mercy. Let me abide, O my Lord, within the habitation
of Thy glory, and suffer me, O my God, to emerge from the darkness in which
Thy divine obscurity is shrouded. Enable me to partake of every good Thou
hast vouchsafed unto Him Who is the Point and unto such as are the
exponents of His Cause, and ordain for me that which beseemeth Thee and
well becometh Thy station. Do Thou graciously forgive me for the things that
I have wrought in Thy holy presence, and look not upon me with the glance of
justice, but rather deliver me through Thy grace, treat me with Thy mercy
and deal with me according to Thy bountiful favours, as is worthy of Thy
glory.
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The Bab, Selections from the Writings of the Bab
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THE glory of glories and the most resplendent light rest upon Thee,
O my God. Thy majesty is so transcendent that no human
imagination can reach it and Thy consummate power is so sublime
that the birds of men's hearts and minds can never attain its heights.
All beings acknowledge their powerlessness to praise Thee as
beseemeth Thy station. Immeasurably exalted art Thou. No one can
glorify Thy Being, or fathom the evidences of Thy bounty as it exists
in Thine inmost Essence, since Thou alone knowest Thyself as Thou
art in Thyself.
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The Bab, Selections from the Writings of the Bab

Through Thy revelation, O my God, Thou hast enabled me to know
Thee, and through the radiance of Thine effulgent splendour Thou
hast inspired me with Thy remembrance. Thou art the One nearest
to me with naught else between Thee and me, and Thou art the One
Whose power nothing whatsoever can frustrate. Far be it then from
Thine Essence that the mightiest birds of the souls of men or of
human imaginings should ever scale its heights, and too exalted is
Thy holy Being for the loftiest sentiments of men of understanding
to attain unto Thee. From everlasting no one hath comprehended
Thine Own Self, and unto everlasting Thou shalt remain what Thou
hast been since time immemorial with no one else besides Thee.
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The Bab, Selections from the Writings of the Bab

'Abdu'l-Bahá

My name is Abdul-Baha, my identity is Abdul-Baha, my
qualification is Abdul-Baha, my reality is Abdul-Baha, my praise is
Abdul-Baha, Thraldom to the Blessed Perfection is my glorious
refulgent diadem; and servitude to all the human race is my
perpetual religion
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'Abdu'l-Bahá, Tablets of 'Abdu'l-Bahá

He is the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful! O God, my God! Thou seest me,
Thou knowest me; Thou art my Haven and my Refuge. None have I sought
nor any will I seek save Thee; no path have I trodden nor any will I tread but
the path of Thy love. In the darksome night of despair, my eye turneth
expectant and full of hope to the morn of Thy boundless favor and at the hour
of dawn my drooping soul is refreshed and strengthened in remembrance of
Thy beauty and perfection. He whom the grace of Thy mercy aideth, though
he be but a drop, shall become the boundless ocean, and the merest atom
which the outpouring of Thy loving-kindness assisteth, shall shine even as the
radiant star.
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Shelter under Thy protection, O Thou Spirit of purity, Thou Whom art the
All-Bountiful Provider, this enthralled, enkindled servant of Thine. Aid him in
this world of being to remain steadfast and firm in Thy love and grant that
this broken-winged bird attain a refuge and shelter in Thy divine nest that
abideth upon the celestial tree.

And now you, if you act in accordance with the teachings of
Baha'u'llah, may rest assured that you will be aided and confirmed.
In all affairs which you undertake, you shall be rendered victorious,
and all the inhabitants of the earth cannot withstand you. You are
the conquerors, because the power of the Holy Spirit is your
assistant. Above and over physical forces, phenomenal forces, the
Holy Spirit itself shall aid you.
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'Abdu'l-Bahá, Compliations, Crisis and Victory

Page

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Compilations, Baha'i Scriptures

26

Now the time has come when we must part, but the separation is only of our
bodies; in spirit we are united. Ye are the lights which shall be diffused; ye are
the waves of that sea which shall spread and overflow the world. Each wave is
precious to me, and my nostrils shall be gladdened by your remembrance.
Another commandment I give unto you, that ye love one another even as I
love you. Great mercy and blessings are promised to the people of your land,
but on one condition; that their hearts be filled with the fire of love, that they
live in perfect harmony and kindness like one soul in different bodies, like one
soul in different bodies. Never forget this; look at one another with the eye of
perfection; look at me, follow me, be as I am; take no thought for yourselves
or your lives, whether ye eat or whether ye sleep, whether ye are comfortable,
whether ye are well or ill, whether ye are with friends or foes, whether ye
receive praise or blame; for all these things ye must care not at all. Look at me
and be as I am; ye must die to yourselves and to the world, so ye shall be born
again and enter the kingdom of heaven. Behold the candle, how it gives light.
It weeps its life away drop by drop in order to give forth its flame of light. The
time has come when we must part, but the separation is only of our bodies; in
spirit we are united forever.

Remove not, O Lord, the festal board that hath been spread in Thy
Name, and extinguish not the burning flame that hath been kindled
by Thine unquenchable fire. Withhold not from flowing that living
water of Thine that murmureth with the melody of Thy glory and
Thy remembrance, and deprive not Thy servants from the
fragrance of Thy sweet savors breathing forth the perfume of Thy
love.

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Compilations, Baha'i Prayers
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Thou art, verily, the One, the Single, the Mighty, the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise.
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Lord! Turn the distressing cares of Thy holy ones into ease, their
hardship into comfort, their abasement into glory, their sorrow into
blissful joy, O Thou that holdest in Thy grasp the reins of all
mankind!

O God, my God! Fill up for me the cup of detachment from all things, and in
the assembly of Thy splendors and bestowals, rejoice me with the wine of
loving Thee. Free me from the assaults of passion and desire, break off from
me the shackles of this nether world, draw me with rapture unto Thy supernal
realm, and refresh me amongst the handmaids with the breathings of Thy
holiness.
O Lord, brighten Thou my face with the lights of Thy bestowals, light Thou
mine eyes with beholding the signs of Thine all-subduing might; delight my
heart with the glory of Thy knowledge that encompasseth all things, gladden
Thou my soul with Thy soul-reviving tidings of great joy, O Thou King of this
world and the Kingdom above, O Thou Lord of dominion and might, that I
may spread abroad Thy signs and tokens, and proclaim Thy Cause, and
promote Thy Teachings, and serve Thy Law and exalt Thy Word.
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Thou art, verily, the Powerful, the Ever-Giving, the Able, the Omnipotent.

Do not despair! Work steadily. Sincerity and love will conquer
hate. How many seemingly impossible events are coming to pass in
these days! Set your faces steadily towards the Light of the World.
Show love to all; 'Love is the breath of the Holy Spirit in the heart of
Man'. Take courage! God never forsakes His children who strive
and work and pray! Let your hearts be filled with the strenuous
desire that tranquility and harmony may encircle all this warring
world. So will success crown your efforts, and with the universal
brotherhood will come the Kingdom of God in peace and goodwill.
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Abdu'l-Baha, Paris Talks

Make firm our steps, O Lord, in Thy path and strengthen Thou our hearts in
Thine obedience. Turn our faces toward the beauty of Thy oneness, and
gladden our bosoms with the signs of Thy divine unity. Adorn our bodies with
the robe of Thy bounty, and remove from our eyes the veil of sinfulness, and
give us the chalice of Thy grace; that the essence of all beings may sing Thy
praise before the vision of Thy grandeur. Reveal then Thyself, O Lord, by Thy
merciful utterance and the mystery of Thy divine being, that the holy ecstasy
of prayer may fill our souls - a prayer that shall rise above words and letters
and transcend the murmur of syllables and sounds - that all things may be
merged into nothingness before the revelation of Thy splendor.

'Abdu'l-Bahá, Compilations, Baha'i Prayers
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Thou art the Pardoner, the Gracious.

30

Lord! These are servants that have remained fast and firm in Thy Covenant
and Thy Testament, that have held fast unto the cord of constancy in Thy
Cause and clung unto the hem of the robe of Thy grandeur. Assist them, O
Lord, with Thy grace, confirm with Thy power and strengthen their loins in
obedience to Thee.

O Thou forgiving Lord! Thou art the shelter of all these Thy servants. Thou
knowest the secrets and art aware of all things. We are all helpless, and Thou
art the Mighty, the Omnipotent. We are all sinners, and Thou art the Forgiver
of sins, the Merciful, the Compassionate. O Lord! Look not at our
shortcomings. Deal with us according to Thy grace and bounty. Our
shortcomings are many, but the ocean of Thy forgiveness is boundless. Our
weakness is grievous, but the evidences of Thine aid and assistance are clear.
Therefore, confirm and strengthen us. Enable us to do that which is worthy of
Thy holy Threshold. Illumine our hearts, grant us discerning eyes and
attentive ears. Resuscitate the dead and heal the sick. Bestow wealth upon the
poor and give peace and security to the fearful. Accept us in Thy kingdom and
illumine us with the light of guidance. Thou are the Powerful and the
Omnipotent. Thou art the Generous. Thou art the Clement. Thou art the
Kind.
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Do not wonder at the favor and bounty of the Lord. By the favor of God, how
often a drop hath become undulating like a sea, and an atom become shining
like the sun!
The Sun of Truth hath enlightened the divine world and illumined the
universe. The rays of His grace have shone upon the East and West, and His
heat hath caused vegetation in all countries. So the lights and the heat of the
Sun of Truth being help and assistance, what more dost thou need?
Thou must warble, like the nightingale of significances, in the rose garden so
that thou mayest inspire all the birds of the meadow to chant and to sing.
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When a drop draws help from the ocean, it is an ocean itself, and a little seed
through the outpouring of rain, the favor of the sun, and the soul-refreshing
breeze will become a tree with the utmost freshness, full of leaves, blossoms
and fruits. Therefore do not consider thy capacity and merit, but rely upon
the infinite Bounty and trust to His Highness the Almighty.

Intone, O My servants, the verses of God that have been
received by thee, as intoned by them who have drawn nigh
unto Him, that the sweetness of thy melody may kindle thine
own soul, and attract the hearts of all men. Whoso reciteth,
in the privacy of his chamber, the verses revealed by God,
the scattering angels of the Almighty shall scatter abroad the
fragrance of the words uttered by his mouth, and shall cause
the heart of every righteous man to throb. Though he may,
at first, remain unaware of its effect, yet the virtue of the
grace vouchsafed unto him must needs sooner or later
exercise its influence upon his soul. Thus have the mysteries
of the Revelation of God been decreed by virtue of the Will
of Him Who is the Source of power and wisdom.
Baha'u'llah, Compilations, Baha'i Prayers
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